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With Election Day just more than a week away, candidates are doing all they can to inspire Oklahomans to vote Nov. 7. They're everywhere — walking our neighborhoods, attending community events, filling our television and radio time, our mailboxes and phones lines. 

They face a formidable challenge. 

As Americans, we are taught at an early age that voting is a valued freedom, a patriotic duty, paid for by the blood of our ancestors. Yet in Oklahoma's primary election this year, only 25 percent of eligible voters went to the polls. Only 17 percent voted in the August runoff election. 

A timely study by the Pew Research Center and The Associated Press sheds new light on just who among us votes, who stands on the sidelines, and why. Each of us fits into one of four voting categories based on our voting history, voting attitudes and interest in the current campaign. 

According to the study, 35 percent of us are "regular voters" who say we "always" vote and are certain to vote in the upcoming congressional election. Twenty percent of us are "intermittent voters," a highly courted group referred to in political circles as the "swing" vote due to a tendency to swing in and out of the electorate. 

About 23 percent of Americans are classified as "registered but rare voters," who rarely show up to vote. And finally, 22 percent of Americans are not registered to vote at all — 21 percent of Oklahomans. 

What keeps people from voting? Seventy-six percent of "rare" voters say they don't know enough about the candidates to vote. Sixty percent of intermittent voters agree. Even among dedicated regular voters, 44 percent lack candidate information. 

The Oklahoma Prosperity Project's mission is to bridge this gap by helping Oklahomans go to the polls informed. 

The Prosperity Project is a nonpartisan election education service — a partnership of more than 1,000 Oklahoma employers, The State Chamber, and 80 local chambers of commerce and trade associations. We believe democracy works best when voters take an active role in learning about the candidates and issues that affect their livelihood. 

Because decisions made at our state Capitol directly affect Oklahoma's ability to grow and prosper, we surveyed candidates running for state House and Senate, asking them questions about economic development, job growth, health care, education, taxes, and repairing our roads and bridges. 

Their answers are posted at www.okprosperity.com. There you can find out who's running in your district. Learn how these candidates predict they will vote on issues that affect Oklahoma's ability to grow, our jobs, and your family's bottom line. 

We vote when we believe it makes a difference. I encourage everyone to follow the lead of more than 1,000 Oklahoma employers who are urging their work force to vote smart on Nov. 7. Go to the polls, informed — it matters! 

Rush is director of the Oklahoma Prosperity Project of The State Chamber.

